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Report on Dallas

Pioneer Plaza

You can’ t think about Texas without thinking about the
Long Horns and the Pioneer Plaza makes you really feel
like you arrived in Texas. | feel like | could learn to be strong

and move just like these Longhorns. (Yuto)

Klyde Warren Park

Here we were able to play games and spend time with
not only my host brother, but spend nice time with
other host families. We also had the chance to be
guiéTéd around Dallas down town by students. (Yuto)

6th Flopr Museum

| knew that President Kennedy had been assassinated, but |
didn” tknow that it happened in Dallas. You can learn more about
the assassination at the 6th Floor Museum. This location was also
the spot that was used by the killer and you can see the spot
where the President Kennedy was hit. It is marked on the road with
an X. You can picture everything happening that day from the

museum window. | also understood the emotions of the residents
of Dallas, who were unable to stop this incident in their city. (Yuto)

Dallas City Hall Visit

| was so excited to be made an honorary citizen! This visit was more casual than |
expected. The visit was different than that in Japan and that was interesting. (Natsumi)

A Y

| was so nervous because | had to make a speech in front B0 g b A8l ) 4}

of the mayor and hand over the letter from the Mayor of
Sendai. Once | had finished | had a great sense of pride }
and accomplishment since we had finished one of the
most important duties of our visit. ' m so honored to
have helped Dallas and Sendai deepen their international
ties. (Kana)
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Visit to St. Mark” s School of Texas

On the 3rd day in Dallas we went to Saint Mark’ s
School of Texas. We were shown around the
school by three students who had recently
graduated from there.

When you first enter the school you can see a huge
mural. In the hallways there are other pieces of art
and sculptures and you can enjoy as you walk. All
of these pieces are things that were made by the

students themselves. The school puts effort into his curriculum and also a lot of energy
into their art program and all first year high school students are required to take art
classes. This school has a great respect for the arts
and you can see this enrichment for the arts in the
theater building itself and also by the decorations in
the halls.  The holy atmosphere of the school can
be felt in the Chapel. This is a Christian school and
| the students are followers of many different faiths.

Because of that, they use the chapel not to pray, but

to speak about the future, and students go to the
Chapel about once a week. The school has
students from elementary school until high school and their campus is large like a college.
We were able to have a tour of the school’ s cafeteria. The school has many normal
rooms that a school usually has, but | was most surprised that they had a planetarium In
addition, they had a huge gymnasium and fields all around the school. This school is an
all-boys school, but they have a relationship with an all-girls school and usually have
different exchange activities with them. | was surprised to learn that high school
students supported the elementary students in their lessons. It must be nice to have an
atmosphere where cute, little brother underclassmen are helped by their kinder, older
brother upperclassmen. In this kind of atmosphere, the students can really communicate
and learn about each other and help each other grow. There is also a bronze statue that
shows just that. We also were able to see the classrooms
that had been prepared for the new students. Those
new elementary first graders must look up to our tour
guides like teachers. | thought that the real appeal of this
school was the fact that you had students who were

trusted by teachers to help each other grow and learn.
(Natsumi)
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Scottish Rite Children’ s Hospital

It was really fun to meet the children at the Children’ s Hospital. We made Tanabata
decorations, played Fuku Warai (a Japanese Pin-the-tail on the Donkey type game),
played with paper balloons and also played Uno. It was a very enriching experience. The
memory of the smiles of the children is a memory that | can think of even now. At the
Scottish Rite Children’ s Hospital, | was surprised by the many different ways to make the
hospital not feel like a normal hospital. The design and exhibition of items in the rooms
were colorful and cute and there was the smell of |

popcorn cooking just like you would expect at a movie
theater. All of the examination rooms had themes and
were desighed to help make this a child-like and fun place. ..
| learned that the doctors and nurses really thought about
the children first and foremost. | think that a wonderful
hospital like this should also be in Japan. (Kana)

Nature Center and the Stockyards

Fort Worth and the Stockyards were really hot, but
this was a great experience. | was overwhelmed by the
American Bison. In America, there aren’ t many bison
and their care is very difficult. | was able to learn a lot.
At the Stockyards | was able to see how cowboys lived
and the old style town it was the first time we moved in
one big group and everyone had a great time. This day

| was not only a fun day for everyone, but one where we

learned a lot of new things. (Yuto)

University of Texas Dallas

The campus was big, the facilities were impressive and
the student dorm was cool. Eating whatever you wanted
in the cafeteria was great and the food was delicious. |
was happy that we could give a presentation about
Sendai and the Great East Japan Earthquake | think the

experience of having a discussion with people from many

countries and cultures was wonderful. We talked about Japanese and American
international relations and we all seemed friendly about it and | think that we reached a

good conclusion in our discussion. (Kana)
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G.W. Bush Presidential Library and Museum

After listening to the Docent explain the museum
to us, | really understood the necessity of the building
and it was an interesting way to learn how it came
about. | think it is very important to open up
presidential records and information to people living
in that country. (Yuto)

| remmember seeing the destruction of the Twin

Towers on September 11th on the news when | was

younger and | remember how much the destruction
had shocked me. (Kana)

Farwell Party

<. We were able to thanks our host families and

everyone who helped us. We could introduce
Sendai, kimono, Bon Dance and make fans.
Because we prepared so well before going to
America, everything went well and | was glad.
Everyone got into the Bon Dance more than |
expected and | was really happy. | feel like this was
worth all our efforts. (Kana) Making fans went
really well. | feel like we had prepared just enough
ahead of time. The Americans really got into the
Bon Dance and | was glad. | had a lot of fun. (Natsumi)

Wal-Mart Has Everything!!

On the night of my first day, my host family brought me to a super market to buy food. It was
still bright outside, but | looked at my watch and
realized it was almost 9 p.m. | thought it is time for
the super market to close but | asked Zain what
time it closes and he told me ‘it never closes!’ It’
s a 24 hour store. In addition to selling food, they

also sell televisions and other electronic devices,

outdoor goods, and well, everything! (Yuto)
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What surprised me so much was how full | got in America! The restaurants that my host
family brought me to were delicious of course, but | was surprised by the volume and
strong flavor of the food. But every day | could eat such delicious food and | was so
happy! | (7 V.7 )b (Mizuki)

Texas Specialty Food

=

You wrap taco
shells around this!
(So much food))

Hamburger &

hs surprised by hw
friendly all of the staff in
the restaurants werel!

Potato, Beef and Cheese Grill
Texas and Tacos
When | was staying with my host family, | often went out to eat
tacos. One taco is actually quite small, but inside is meat from
Texas and avocado and they are delicious. Before going to |
Texas | didn’ t have any interest in tacos, but after this trip |
really began to like them. This is a flavor that you cannot get in
Japan. My host mother asked if | like tacos and | said | do, so she
bought me a T-shirt at the Taco Restaurant. Tacos have the
image of being from Mexico, but they are eaten in Texas
because of the proximity to Mexico. | learned that some people
even put cinnamon on their tacos and eat them. | was so
surprised, but | tried it and it was actually good.|” ve heard that
some people eat pancakes after they eat tacos. The Taco Korean FOOd
Restaurant we went to was old, but my host family went there - -
almost every day. The shop keepers even remembered me as
the “Japanese Boy” ! If you have the chance to go to Texas,
please make sure to try the tacos! (Shintaro)

T-shirt of
the Taco
Restaurant

Korean
barbeque
was so

goodQ

Sweets

The cakes at

i T t American
7 - _ [ Restaurants are
You can choose T | ._ double the size -
éO)lEJr fqvori’lte flavor !" S M"n of Japan?!? -
oppings! - R '
\:ih- ; We had bread & Yogurt!
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The Japanese People Who Shine in America

On our trip we had the opportunity to do many things including going to the University
of Texas, going to a Children’ s Hospital, going to Fort Worth, and visiting a local high
school. Through these activities we met a lot of people. Some of those people were
Japanese people living in America and | thought they were very cool.

Motoko participated in our

Shione helped us by helped us by

interpreting. Since she
lived in Japan she has
been interested in
immigration and so she
chose to study at a
graduate school in
America where she can
have many chances to
interact with people from
different races.

interpreting. She has lived in
America for tens of years
and her husband Robin
acted as my cameraman
and took many photos for
us. Thanks to Robin we
were able to have a lot of
hard discussions we
wouldn’ t be able to have if
we were on our own.

These are a few of the Japanese people
that we met who are living their dream and
working hard in America. | was really moved by
their stories and | admire them and they have
served as good role models for me. | really
want to act as a bridge between America,
Sendai and Tohoku. To achieve that goal, |
have decided to study English hard, learn
more about Japan and try my best to be like
these people. On this trip, we were supported

by, many people, were able to meet many
' people, and | believe that this helped us have
an incredibly important experience. As for
me, | am able to learn more about myself and
my new goal of becoming a bridge between
% cultures. Thank you very much to everyone
~ who helped us. (Miyu)
19

discussion at the University of
Texas. She married and now

lives with her American

husband. She went to
Graduate school and now
she teaches Japanese. She
also works to share ikebana
and tea ceremony with many
people.

ql &

Ryutaro is a graduate student
at Texas University and he
participated in the discussion
at the University. Seeing him
argue his points with people
in a fair way was really cool.
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I have another home in Dallas
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&34 With my great new family!!
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Our Homestay Experiences
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Homestay Memories

Shintaro Hayashi

My host family was host father Robert, host mother Castin, host brother Trey, host
sister Ashley”? and younger host sister Paige. In total, there are five people in my host
family.

| From the first day everyone answered all of
my dquestions and | felt like there was no
- wall between us. My host brother Trey is
kind of a quiet person, but really gets into
the conversation when it turns to sports.
After my host mother heard that, she
suggested we go to see a baseball game
and then we went!

At the baseball stadium, my host sisters
. who are in elementary school suddenly

bought and gave me a large size cola and
ice cream. | was so surprised by my host family’ s kindness and warmth.
As the days went by, | slowly got used to hearing
English. Even though it was hard to understand a
lot of the conversation, | got to the point where |
could even play card games.
My host family brought me so many places in one
week. Baseball, bowling, the Rodeo, the pool,
shopping, all of these experiences reminded me
that | was in a different country. | was really
surprised by the Rodeo, and realized that it was
never something that you could see in Japan.
Even though they didn” t know much about the
Great East Japan Earthquake, I’ m glad | was able
to talk about it.
From this experience, | learned | really want to
continue to be connected to those in Dallas and |

want to welcome Americans to Sendai and treat
them kindly.
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The BEST Homestay!

Miyu Sugita

| had the pleasure of staying with the Gilligan family
for my wonderful homestay. At first, when | met the
Gilligan family at the airport | was surprised by how
beautiful everyone once and | remember how nervous |
became. However, my host sisters Jordan and Kelsey
were really happy when | gave them my souvenirs and
asked me so many questions about Japan and were
really interested. When | gave them Yukatas, the said
that they were beautiful and wanted to try them on
right away, and when | gave them Japanese candy,
they tasted all of them and told me whether they were &
good or bad and we had a lot of fun. When we did origami, they told me how cute and
amazing it was once I’ d finished and it was then that | really felt that even in America,
people could understand the beauty of Japanese culture.

My family took me bowling and also to play golf, but | had

the most fun driving Go-Karts. | was able to go really fast
and it was fun! In Japan | don’ t think that it is very
popular, but it is a popular leisure activity in America.
My family also took me to see a Rodeo, but when the
cowboy almost fell off the horse, | was so afraid | couldn’ t
even look! When | heard the crowd go wild, | was caught
up in the atmosphere and | thought to myself, “wow, this
is Texas!”

While | was in America, | felt that | was really able to
experience how different Japanese culture was from
American culture. | learned the American high school
students can drive cars, and | also learned about how
different the high school and college systems were from
Japan. All of these things | learned from my host sisters Kelsey and Jordan. In addition, |
was surprised that my host family held hands and prayed before they began their means
and | learned the Christianity really had a foundation in their daily lives. Since American
culture is different than Japanese culture, | admit that | was bewildered by some things in
daily life, but it was very interesting to learn about those things and think about how
different Japan is.

During my trip, my ultimate goal was to speak a with my host family. | experienced a lot of
difficulty understanding at their natural English speed, and | found it difficult to enter into
their conversations. | regretted not being better at English and sometimes felt a little down,
but | never forgot my humor and | tried my best and when | did that | found that | was able
to communicate successfully.  Also, because | had the experience of being in America with
my host family, | was able to learn what sorts of things that Americans are interested in
about Japan. | think that this experience will help them continue to have interest in Japan
and Sendai and want to hold a deeper connection with international exchange. As for me,
I m going to study English hard and go back to America and spend more time talking with
the Gilligan family.
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Thank you! I will go back again!

Natsumi Anazawa

| Want to Go Back Again!

My host family consisted of the powerful and
energetic mother, Teresa, open-hearted and great
chef father, Ron, family funny man Sterling, and a

—
_
)
P
—_—

cute dog named Thunder. | felt really comfortable
and they became my second family. Sterling is
studying Japanese now and the Japanese that he
would suddenly say was very cute! He is really
focused on what he loves and talked excitedly
about snakes. When | was there he talked about |

how he wanted a pet shake, and then when | got
home, he told me that he had gotten one for his own! My host mother was powerful and
someone who really noticed everything. When | had a bit of a hard time, she was there to
helo me right away. When we went shopping or went
out to eat, she really helped me and | was able to rely on
her a lot. My host father was in charge of cooking and
made us magnificent meat and perfect pasta. He was
very friendly and kind and listened to me talk about
Sendai.

This was the first time that | went to America and
while there were many exciting things in the program, |
was most nervous about the homestay portion. But, by the time | said goodbye at the airport,

the kindness that my host family had shown me had melted away my previous worries. |
realized that | would have to actively talk to my host family. Of course my English is far from
fluent and there were times that | couldn’ t understand what my host family was saying,

11 ll but they tried to adjust their Ensglish so that | could
understand. | realized that if | didn’ t try to approach them
on my own with my bad English that | wouldn’ t be able to
start any conversation. As | tried to do that, | was able to feel

more confident. | think this experience with my amazing
American host family was the push on the back that | really
needed to try to step forward on my own. | was able to go
shopping, see a baseball game, see a rodeo, go to a museum
and eat many different foods at restaurants. There were \

many things in my daily life in Dallas that surprised me and
made me think, but | was really moved by the warmth of the
people in Dallas. This program was full of first experiences,
surprises, friendships, and | was able to get a second family.
| think | want to go back to America on my own by using the
valuable things | learned from my experience in Dallas.
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I Have Another Home in Dallas

Kana Nemoto

The Well family is my special Dallas family.
Their smiles were a constant presence during
my time with them in Dallas. My host father is
Asa, my host mother is Rosario, my host sister
is Sarah and my host brother is Johnathan.
In addition they have two cute dogs and one
cat. | was able to be surrounded by all these

wonderful people during my time there.

On the first day when | arrived at the airport | remember feeling very nervous but when |
saw a sign that the smiling Rosario and Asa was holding said, ‘HD&5»A. KDCZF !
(Welcome Kana)’ | felt relief at once. We spoke as if it wasn’ t the first time we had met
each other and | didn’ t even have time to deal with miscommunication as my family and |
tried our best to understand one another.  As the time that | stayed continued, | found
myself not even relying on my dictionary or translation application to understand their
English. There were times when | had a hard time because | wasn’ t speaking Japanese,
and so | felt regret that | wasn’ t able to say 100% of what was on my mind. However |
didn’ t hide what | wanted to say and even as | struggled and used tools to help me get my
point across. My host family was always by my side when | struggled and | noticed they
always patiently waited and helped. Because of them, | didn’ t feel frustrated or irritated
due to my English ability. | am so grateful to them. | want to be able to speak smoothly with
them someday. The Well family is a family that has a really big interest in Japan. | was
surprised because we ate rice once a day and they also watched the Japanese anime
Naruto with English subtitles. They had a real interest in Japan and Sendai and | was able
to tell them about Sendai’ s food, events and also about DATE Masasume. They also
listened to me when | told them about the Great East Japan Earthauake and Tsunami. |
showed them an English book about the disaster that | had received from my teacher. They
enjoyed the chirashi zushi and yuzu fruit soup that | made for them. | also brought them
yukata, jinbei, fans, Miyagi rice and Sendai’ s famous sweet Hagi-no-tsuki and they loved
everything and it made me happy.. My host family took me to a Texas Rangers game, they
took me shopping, to a movie, to restaurants and to church. They also helped me with the

speech | had to give at Dallas City Hall. The wonderful

experience | had in Dallas and the days that | spent with the
Well family are like no other. | think that in the future the

precious memories that | made will always stand out in my

mind. Next year when students come to Japan from Dallas, |
want them to have the same wonderful experience in
Sendai that | had in Dallas.
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Chance Meeting

With my Great New Family!!

Yuto Kuwagata

My host family was the Kohja’ s and it consisted of g
my host father, Noor, my host mother Hamida and my .
host brothers Rayyan and Zain. My host mother and
father are from Pakistan and they can all speak Hindl.
Zain is learning Spanish in school and so he can
speak three languages. In Texas there are many
Hispanic people at the school and so he is able to

speak Spanish with a lot of the other students. Mainly
my host brothers speak English when talking with each other and Hindi when speaking with

their mother.

My host family took me to a Major League baseball
game, a museum, and we also raced Go Karts! | had
asked to go and see a baseball game before | even
went to Dallas. Everything from the stadium to the fans
and their reaction was different from Japan and | got
really excited. When the last batter went out to bat
everyone stood up in excitement. It was like | had

always dreamed of seeing Major League Baseball.

Every night for dinner my host family asked me what | wanted to eat. | was able to try
Mexican food, Italian food, and, of course, | also ate American food. The food was delicious
and in big portions. But, the thing | remember the most is the souvenir soumen that | had
brought for my host family. It turns out that Zain and Rayyan really like noodles and they

were very excited so | was really happy.

At home Zain and Rayyan and | played poker. | taught them origami and it really was like |

was spending time with my brothers. | think that if | hadn’ t had my host brothers there

then | would have had a completely different experience.

On the last day, my host mother said, “Yuto, you

are my third child!” and | was very happy. Even though |

was only there for a few days, the happy time | was able
to spend with the Kohja family was great.

Next time if | ever have the opportunity, | want to go

back to Dallas. If you ever come to Sendai | will take you

all over and show you around!  See you again!
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My First Trip Overseas

Mizuki Miwa

My host family was the Davis Family. My host
family was Jeff, Emily who is a second-generation
Japanese-Canadian, and Mariko, my host sister. |
also had a host brother named Jonathan who | met,
but who doesn’ t live at home. When | first got
there, | was warmly welcomed. My host family was
very kind and always seemed to be looking out for
me. My host family also took me out almost every
day. On the third day we went to a Texas Rangers
Baseball game. | experienced how different the
American fans cheered from Japanese fans. In America, even before the game the fans
were all incredibly excited and | also got really into the atmosphere. When someone hit a
homerun, everyone screamed. It was the first time | went to see baseball and it was a lot
more fun and exciting than | could have imagined.

On the fifth day, my host family and | went to eat Korean Barbeque. It was interesting
because it really seemed like the yakiniku that we eat in Japan and was really delicious. On
the seventh day, we had time in our schedule so | went to the mall with Mariko and Emily.
They were having a sale at that time so | was able to buy a lot of clothes and accessories
for myself and completely forgot all about buying souvenirs!

The next day | went to church with my host family and was surprised when | learned that
Mariko' s band would play that day in the church. A band playing in a church! That was
really surprising since nothing like that ever happens at churches in Japan. | was impressed
that churches in America were so modern.

When | was with my host family | had a lot of fun and could talk a lot. | learned that Mariko
loved Japanese music and older music and that she knew lots about many different genres

and was surprised when | saw her huge record collection. Jeff has a pipe organ in his room
and played it for me, and | could tell that the whole family really had an interest in Japanese
culture and they could even speak a little Japanese. We taught each other Japanese and
English. When | made okonomiyaki and nikujyaga for dinner, which | couldn” t make that
well, but everyone ate it happily. On the last day of the trip all my family members got
together for the Farewell Party. | helped Mariko wear a yukata but it was really hard for me
to explain everything in English. At the party, | tried my best to explain about Sendai History
and Japanese kimono. Everyone had fun making Japanese fans at the party. The event
that | worried about the most, the Bon Dance, everyone really
got into, and we ended the Farewell Party successfully. On
my homestay | was able to really experience the culture and
lifestyle in America. There were a lot of differences with
Japan, but alternatively, there were also a lot of similarities. |
was really sad to leave my host family, but | want to go and
see them again! And after this, | feel like | really want to "
bridge the gap between Sendai and Dallas. | think | have =
personally improved from this experience. To my host family,
thank you so very much!
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Messages from our host families!

BERBZZITANTNERA NI PIU—6REICT VI —ZLF L !
We interviewed the six families who kindly hosted the students during our stay!

OFRIFANLCZLEDENRE?

MWhat are your impressions of your exchange studente

@SODRITANTREULZCERMITIN ?HE. KikICE
DTCEARBRNWEEDN DX LED?

@What was the experience like2 How did it impact your family2

Ao L)
7 Ll .if! ;

L) B
e BB (BA) [CDNTELHTH > IZCE < BULWET EE?
Q) Please share something you learned about Japan and/or
Sendai from your experience.

—EXVE—IYZERBENLET |

@What message would you like to give to your exchange student now?

Davis family

FT1EAR Mizuki MIWA

DHFEDENRIFETELRNDIETT, BHEBEHDEDHD. L&
EULL, BHODBDDFET, YES/NO DIEo>ED LTNTK
NoZLU. BREEUVTEIARAT, HRHTI ., FRORT
DCEREFBLTINE UL, BEZ EESEZNEN DR
WREBSDHOE UL,

@DOur impressions of Mizuki were very good. We were very impressed with her level of English comprehension. She
was very polite but engaging. Her yesses were yesses and her no’ s were no’ s which was very helpful. We think she
showed appropriate maturity and social interaction for her age. She was amiable, freely shared about her school
life, her home life and other aspects of her life with us. She was also very passionate about bettering her English..

Q@RI P2 —BRHTOREBETURL, ISREMWEDRIOT S ADZHICEIIDTENTETEL
DDOIETT, KTHRIBZELIZD., WAWARECTED LD SIZ0D, NATZIVAVZEBNZD, HEBEBAE
BHZADOIZDERUHF UL, BLEFHREBEDHD XY N—DBXKBEZAYT Y I BRINS YT 1 PIRE,
BRRIBAREBEDCENTERCEERETRUFETUL,

@This was our first experience to do so and we were just very grateful to be at a point in our lives where we could
pay back or forward the time and resources necessary fo assist with all aspects of the Dallas-Sendai exchange
program. We enjoyed having another teenage girl in the house with which to interact, to cook, to share funny
stories at the dinner table, fo play the pipe organ, and fo learn/teach new English/Japanese words, phrases and
customs.  Our family definitely benefited socially from participating in the program by way of meeting so many
like-minded and interesting people: other ambassadors, the JASDFW staff, diverse volunteers, past
ambassador/exchange participants, and fellow host families.

22



SENDPAI-DALLAS
YOUNG AMBASSADPOR PROGRAM 2015

ONBEDRESE, FHICFRZEBIRAICDNTHD T UL, S XAFHF > CTETCNEIWEREFEIEER. [T )]
BREDWEAEHATESNFLUIZ

(@We learned about the history of Sendai, especially Date Masamune. She also brought us some Sendal Dagashi
(sweets specific to the Sendai area) which we had never tasted. She also shared some interesting Sendai-isms like
the word  “izui” which we learned meant uncomfortable in the tactile sense.

@DHIFEZTZARCHZENTEUNDOETY, SERCKRETRTIIZESIR, T1 XA Z—REOTZEHRU)
BOBSEEBOMBENAIF T ! COBHRBHROBRELU T FHFLHZEEDT. ZURKRITTIZS),
@®We so enjoyed having you come stay with us in Dallas, and we hope you will come back again—next time with
your mom and sister, as we would love to meet them and host them too! Keep on with your English studies through
singing those Disney movie theme songs, as they are working for you!  Never lose your curiosity, and do your best
tfo keep learning and asking questions, so that you can be an informed citizen in this increasingly complicated
world.

Gayle Family

79 IVE Natsumi ANAZAWAMA
DBEDHIEHEWDCEICHEENDDFCTURL, &
TIFFBEELL, AATURZ, RAE> 1 BEOET
DERLDBIESD 2R UHFE UL, REDP TR
ZD—BDRRICADEIROYVEF—-TUIL,

@M Natsumi was very interested in learning about
EVERYTHING. She is a very mature young lady with
excellent  manners. We really enjoyed her

enthusiasm throughout the week. | think her favorite
family member was the dog Thunder---she loved him.

@B DHEDNEBIFFNZEICE ST NNSTRIRIR] &
BOFUL, BERIEULBENWXKDBRCEEZLSSAERT U UL, UL TENEIUED, HAREULHE UL,
BFORY-JVISHEEEEEDRRMZE UH. SEEBZIMDHITTNET,
@We actually had a mini vacation with Natsumi.  We did many activities that we do not normally do every week.
It was busy and firing but everyone enjoyed it. | know my child Sterling enjoyed the whole group of visitors and
has kept in touch with them.

QFBEA VIN—DEEBDIERDSRTNT, WWEDBOEZXIDAODBNVEZEMNDF UL, BIEED>T
EABEELUTINR, HEKOECICHEATNWTERELSBDZEDEFTEREZEZE L TCNET,

@)l learned that Sendai was much larger in population than | thought when the kids were talking about all their
different schools. It is different than the US but people are people. We love our liftle lives and family no matter
where we are in the world.

@REDOHEMWZDCENTECETERULNDOLETY, RAY—UYEOVERE. OFZOHROAEEZRL
HFUL, V= (R) EIBN>TESH>TUELZEDTUL, BOFERTLIEEU M,

@It was so much fun having you visit us in the US.A. Sterling, Ron and | enjoyed attending the rodeo and
baseball game with you. Thunder enjoyed your petting. We hope that you will visit again in the futurel!
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Messages from our host families!

Gilligan Family

FUAVR Miyu SUGIYAMA
DHDEETEARIELL, BERFCTI., RLEMWZD
CENTET, ETERLVEBEZBC LE UL,

MDMiyu was very courteous and outgoing. We enjoyed
spending time with her.

QMR RIT 7 —DRBREIEULNSDIZTT, RiklEHA
B, CO1BETETEXRNBDRERFHZUR, BIC. F
EEECELTE. MBUWRAZBDICENTET. EL
NOEXDTT,

@O0Our experience was enjoyable and fun. We all experienced a positive impact from the week. Our children

were impacted the most because they have gained a dear friend.

QUEDHTOB T, £ YMUEDTIVAE LU TEBRCEZRNDF UL,

@We learned that Sendai was a Samurai town and cow tongue is a popular delicacy in Sendai.

@HPEHAEN, —HICOBCERCELCRHMLUTNET, HODSESADCEEZZUVF UL, BOTET
<NEBARDBEFERSCUL, FCEADBZRELHILUTNET

@Thank you for the wonderful time we had together getting to know you. We learned so much from you and
loved trying all the Japanese snacks you brought. We look forward to meeting up with you again.

Khoja Family

J—-IvX Yuto KUWAGATA

DD EFIDREBET, SOIFHRES LNEERTUI,
WOEDBRTIIAZTT—Y3IVORBERDHEZ D
CENTEFURZ, D EIFIFZFINERE T RREMNT AR
—Y2JpYTUIC,

MYuto was a great person and this was an amazing
experience. In all honesty, we had hoped to communicate
a bit better with him, but we were able to overcome this
problem pretty easily with his translator. Yuto had very
defined interests and was a great scholar and fan of sports!

QIRR DI P —[FCOERBDIEETLIZ, LWAATS
BRCICKEBNOETY, FEBEFTOTSLAZEUAT, WDOEICEARCEEZEATHRLUL, B
ADBBEBCDONTELSSARDCENTERODTMERKICE > TRERUNET U,

@The host family experience was one of the greatest activities we have done over the summer. It was extremely
infriguing and unexpectedly exciting in many ways! Our children had lots of fun with the program and loved that
they got to meet Yuto! It was a great impact on our family because we got to learn so much about daily lifestyle

in Japan.
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BFRIBDBEARIIPAIANTENSNTNDBAREFIZVNSEDENDCEANHD XU, DD ENEER
BEDO>TINFLED ETEEKRULNDIZTY, MORNGE—RICEBOIEEEREZF UL,

@We learned that Japanese food is very different from American-Japanese food. Yuto cooked some noodles for
us and it was a great meal. We learned about how to eat the noodles and specific respects to give during eating.

@D ENTECESSADTEZHATINI UL, REDESLUERBRLTESDSCENTER L. BU
ATESDCENTETUELNDIETT, FOFIRHSRICHEVITEK TSN (DDNEFAZEMIEBICTTE
DI

@We would like to thank you so much for everything you brought to our household and the many experiences
you gave o us. We are so happy to have been able to share everything about our lives with you and that you
enjoyed your visitl We loved your visit and we hope you can visit us (or we can visit you) soon.

Reed Family

J—FZxR Shintaro HAYASHI
DUARZADIEBERLS. KT, B|UOSREFTI., K=
WMZBDCENTET, RAERETEEULNDIETT,
MShintaro is a thoughtful, intelligent and kind young man.
We thorouly enjoyed having him stay with us.

QRHEEEICE > THES UWEERT UIZ, IRESIEARR
DNEBARDEBICONTNBNBSHZATESNF UL, 18
ABRD D<K DHIED, BANSHK > TETINIEHLE (B8,
A BRBEERE) Z2ETEEVF UL, BFROBFE
BARBNIIRRICEDFE UIE. RKABEBIAEULNDIET
I\ BARBEFECEMPRI L TNRCENRICKIDELNDIZTT,

@It was a wonderful experience for everyone in our family. Our daughters loved spending time with Shintaro

and learning about life in Japan. They especially enjoyed the dinner Shintaro prepared for us and the gifts
Shintaro brought from Japan (such as Japanese candy, books and beautifully crafted chopsticks).  Our son
formed a real friendship with Shintaro and enjoyed spending time with him as a fellow teenager and friend. The
adults in the household enjoyed their time with Shintaro as well, but especially enjoyed watching Shintaro and the
Reed children benefit from getting to know each other..

BXBEEEN'BARLIEBICDNTERLF UL, BARBHHZ TINZBARRIEOL YERFSTEERELTH
FT, WETHYFEDDD, (WENTOY Y AH—&BFRF—LADCEERDFUIZ, Eo>EBNTHESZDIE.
2011 FOMECIREROFEEIC DN TDFE T U,

@Our entire family learned a lot about Japan and Sendai.  Shintaro shared recipes for several Japanese dishes
that we confinue to use and Shintaro explained in great detail the Tanabata festival in Sendai. We learned
about the professional soccer teams and the baseball feam in Sendai. The most memorable thing we learned
was the damage caused by the 2011 earthquake and tsunami.

@F EBERERIEIT T, ZNRHDBFETEIL LI L TNET, FLADY v A—F—AISHRHET,
T4 PFTIRIREY YT« TITOAREBARALCHBATNE T, Z—FU—EPvH-—ZTr J0
ANV RU—EEEBHFI UL, N1 IEHKRKKXZELTNTORCBROFIUL, ON-rEDTIRT 1 VIE
EBCMAHENS. FEBEDTERNCBEESETNET,
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@Children are busy with school, but have been busy with extra-cirricul

doing very well and is preparing for large tournaments in Indianapolis and San Diego in the coming weeks.
Audrey’ ssoccer team is doing well and she has started running cross country.  Paige is swimming on a
competitive team and celebrated her 9th birthday a few weeks ago. Robert and Kirstin continue to work and
make sure the kids are where they need to be when they need to be there.

Welle Family

DT )LR Kana Nemoto

OO REDRES LVNWRBNWEZELICIEIZANR=DROF
TBh I HRIEFEBULIEN., REBESUNWATT, DRICED
ZHREN S, HETIEE U<HERAMICRINUE UIZ,
MREBAIEEAIBICDNTRERN LU TNT, EFICRBN
LC<NFUEZ, BN -5 —-EUTPAUNNZE
RERL. REBHDZSHIDELHF LIS,

(DThis space would just not be big enough to describe the

meaningful and absolutely enriching memories we built with

Kana, a remarkably kind, intelligent, and genuine person.

From the moment we welcomed and met Kana, we were
impressed with her humility, politeness, and, above all,
sincerity. Kana represented her Japanese culture and beloved Sendai with great honor and knowledge. She
stood out as a leader of her group because she strived to experience the American culture, and to develop her
English skills.

QREIBENSRENTKIKOEMBICRD., KENSEKEADSIITELEEZDLDICREDF UL, BAXEZE
BfRIDCET. NEOCTEEEBHETEH UL, BRAADEBNEARCEZZ X, NH. BSONZERDFH
UlZ, DRIBFEZZRLFEET TN U L. BDDOK[BHSDRIFISEZFUOXUIC, FEBELNRIEIERE
SERESODNS Y REZUZF UL,

@It took the family out of the routine to become more service-oriented and sensitive to the needs of a foreign
person. We learned a lot more about the Japanese culture, which built a bridge of knowledge between Kana
and us. We were exposed to how a young Japanese person thinks, their struggles, and their joys. Kana wanted to
please us, yet she learned to express her wants. Our own children and Kana learned the balance between being
too outspoken and being too restrained.

QN RIIEHBREICZL DA EHITSNDEBATZNAEDR=IY TV FEBNHILTINZELEZ, TFHIAKRET
DTIULBYTRSEZDTIN, FENEEEFH OLDTESSICFHEULSHZTINF UL, Z2UT, RAER>HD
N—=I 1V OBEICIUIEADIRITZSTE L CET,

@Kana taught us about the Festival of Lights Sendai celebrates in December, with about 2,000 lights or more on
frees. We learned about this during her presentation at UTD. But we remained curious and she gave us more
details. As a result, our family is planning a frip to visit Kana during the festival.

@NIEDIRRA I P I)—[CIINECEZEDICRNET, HRTIFEBLLI. ELL, BU\FTI, HREXR
DBENICENIZECET, BAOARZSSICBHIDEIDICRERDFH UL, HIRZIFFZEORED—I T, P X
UARICIEDBREDEZDRNDDET K.

@We were honored and privileged to have been your host family. You are kind, beautiful, and smart. Getting to
know you enriched us and made us admire even more the Japanese people. You became a family to us and
now you have a second home in the US!
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BT SRATRMFEICESEHIIMR I 7S —2IFTIREHBDFE A, REFIDERD SIRIWE
T, RUBHFEICE OISR « T# — FD—RBKRBEDHSSADSX Y Z—IENEZEZIUE.

PUFNDITP—35VF (FS5R 72— FD-ABXKRS BHES)
TFHRICKTINTHONED | BIRCERIEDZRKITDHRES L
WPYNTGF—=TURE, CNHOSEBRZRICEDDHRIT TS,
Anna McFarland,

Executive Director of Japan-America Society of Dallas/Fort Worth

Thank you for visiting Texas! You were excellent ambassadors of the great
City of Sendai. | hope you will continue your interest in U.S.-Japan relations
throughout your lives.

J—=Uq «N\NDYD (ISR« T2a—rD—2AB¥HE TOTSAVR—Iv—)
RERDVYIPIYNGST—DESA. COEHARICEZT, ETEELNLD
2T, FABORETIWBICDNTEIS O o2ZL. BBHAABDEEERD
DHIELUHTUR, BEBETHDIIA T —Y a3 VEBERDFULR, HABRDE
BHOEBRICRIMNUEUEZ | REQJVYITPYNTE—-2016 E—REICILEIC
7EFI. BAEBTRRD TEDRRDIC—EFmME L TITEEIT L, 0
FlL&sD!

Cori Hallock,

Program Manager at Japan-America Society of Dallas/Fort Worth

Dear Young Ambassadors, I’'m so glad | had the chance to meet you all this summer.
| enjoyed learning about Sendai from you, and | was glad to see your smiling faces every day. You worked so
hard to communicate in English. | was really impressed by your skill and earnestness! | ’m hoping to come to
Sendai next year with the 2016 Young Ambassadors, so I’ll study hard so next time we can chat in Japanese!

NOZAH-N\DYD RSYFT1 P, D=1 D)

A MBI SRIMMHTTULED, FABRDBEBEICET, IS5 REXDELD
CENTEFULE, WBDODRBDDGHRICDODNWTHZTES>ED, JrE—
DZADBNBDZEHZZDE, XEEZUHOCERFRBESULINTINR, PX1J
NTORBEZBELC. BHZEGKIT. AELTEREINGE. CEARERETER
ENDTEDDN2ECETULD, HPABEBCURCETREENDD,
ULWESEIRELENWEBDLDICRDF UL,

Veronica Hallock, Volunteer (Cori’s younger sister)

It was my first time seeing Dallas, and | got to experience it through your eyes,
which made it exponentially more enjoyable. It was such a pleasure to exchange
cultures, to learn about your festivals and traditions, and to teach you how to eat fajitas! | hope that your
time in America inspired you to keep exploring and to know that every adventure is achievable as you
continue to serve your community and grow as an individual. | know the time | spent with you changed me
and has inspired me to seek and explore new opportunities.

=7



SENDAI-DALLAS
YOUNG AMBASSADOR PROGRAM 2015

Messages from Dallas

BE 8 GRSYFT177)

SO, MSYT1 PELTEDFSIBHDHBRSACEBERALCEEEL
<BWET, FSFSUEEEHFFN « PRSITERNIEESAEBTUE
ISR, BFEELUTYSRITHELTNDRICEETERIMBITUL,
EREHEDFENDELWE « FSRABICENHZEEZS LIEEBINET,
CNDLEDESADIRAERLICEULATI L. MESTFICEICE@N >
TRRDFT |

Shione Matsuo, Volunteer

I’'m so glad that | could meet young ambassadors as a volunteer this summer. -
Spending time with you who have bright eyes, curiosity, and diligence was like a new adventure for me
although I’'m an international student here in Dallas. Your visiting has built stronger ties between Sendai
and Dallas. I look forward to your future and will also do my best for my dream as you do.
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! % / Robin & Kyoko Mallon, Volunteer and member of Japan-America

' < Society of Dallas/Fort Worth
Though it was a smaller group than usual, you all did a great job! It was very short stay, but we hope it
was satisfying days for you. We were happy to share the time with you again this year and enjoyed it very
much. We hope you remember your host family who took care of you, new friends you met in Dallas, and
what you did here, and come to see us sometime again. We are looking forward to seeing you make a
bridge between Japan and America.
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Neyva Hernandez, 2014 Young Ambassador

Having all of you in Dallas was amazing and so much fun. | was happy to spend
time with all of you and show you my city, which is not only my home, but a
home to all of you too. | enjoyed being able to talk to all of you and practice my
Japanese, and hearing all of your amazing English!  Please visit Dallas again,
and thank you all for the great memories we made together.
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Myra Ramdenbourg, 2014 Young Ambassador

Thank you so much for visiting Texas! Although our meeting was brief, seeing
all the Japan ambassadors brought a nostalgic feeling to me as we did various
activities together such as origami. I'm glad we could further strengthen the
Dallas-Sendai friendship!
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Pauleen Speegle, 2014 Young Ambassador

Meeting you and seeing your smiling faces reminded me of all the fun times |
had in Sendai as a Dallas Young Ambassador in 2014! You guys were so
friendly and respectful towards everyone so | had a lot of fun meeting you!
Although your time in Dallas was short, | know that you made lots of new memories and created
long-lasting relationships with your host families! | hope you had a fun time during your stay in Dallas and
remember to share your Dallas experiences with others back in Sendai so that we can continue on building
the friendship between our two cities. Please come again!
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Kotaro Obara, 2013 Young Ambassador

I'm honored to meet this year's Young Ambassadors. | appreciate such a
great opportunity to meet them. Last summer, they made new friends and
had fun with them. When | first saw the Ambassadors, they were a bit shy.
But now, they're much more confident than they were. Dear Young
Ambassadors, there's no hurry, so don't be nervous. And also there's no limit to what you can accomplish.
Believe in yourself, and your dreams will come true! Bless you.
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After the program...
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Hello from Sendai to Dallas, we miss you!
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BB KD -Messages from the staff -
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Our trip consisted of only 6 members which is fewer than usual. While it took a while
for everyone to become close we had workshops where former participants jointed us, e-mailed and talked at
dinner parties and grew close through teamwork. As Young Ambassadors, you fulfilled the responsibilities of
your trip, communicated well with people in Dallas, and created an amazing exchange opportunity. | am so
thankful for everyone who helped us with preparation, with support and driving in Dallas, and especially to my
host family Elaine and John Gilbert. Thank you all from the bottom of my heart. (Nobuko Sudo)
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This time | helped out mainly before the trip, and with the presentation preparations
for the 6 Young Ambassadors in Dallas. This is the 3™ year of the Dallas TOMODACHI Initiative and | feel that
the bonds of this program have been deepened. While only 6 were able to participate this time, | feel that
individually, everyone fulfilled their role well. |, as well, have grown and hope to continue to grow with the other
Young Ambassadors and keep the Dallas and Sendai Exchange part of my life. (Rei Sato)
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Coordinator for International Relations Coordinator for International Relations
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<+ We are the 2015 Young Ambassador Students!
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