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1 In order to drive an automobile in Japan, one of the below licenses is needed.

* A Japanese driver’s license
* An international driver’s license (based on the Geneva Convention)
* A foreign driver’s license (a national or regional license from Switzerland, Germany, France, Belgium Monaco, Estonia, or Taiwan
is required, as well as an attached translation created by the issuing organization or by that country’s embassy or consulate)
2 When driving, be absolutely sure to be in possession of your respective license as well as any required documents (passport and

translation)

@®Those Who Possess a License (International License or Converted Foreign License)

Requirements and procedures for driving and renewing a license

Foreign driver’s
licenses can
be converted
to a Japanese
license

* By converting a foreign driver’s license to a Japanese driver’s license, you can drive in Japan as well.

* The requirements are that the foreign driver’s license is still valid and that you have stayed in that country for
three or more months after obtaining the license.

* Those who cannot speak Japanese should bring along an interpreter when going through the license
conversion procedure.

* The conversion procedure requires an appointment. Contact the license center beforehand.
OWhere to take care of the procedure: Miyagi Prefecture Driver’s License Center 022-373-3601

[Procedure Process]

1 Verification of required documents and interview with examiner '—\;: "’
2 Verification of knowledge and ability (by appointment) v

* Can take the test in languages other than Japanese. u
3 Aptitude test (vision test, etc.) ==

4 After completing 1 through 3 and passing, license is issued

OThere are countries exempt from the knowledge and ability verifications. Please check the below website.
https://www.police.pref.miyagi.jp/hp/menkyo/main/gaikoku.html

International
driver’s license

International driver’s licenses of the Geneva Convention can be used to drive in Japan.
(Reference: Metropolitan Police Department website with list of countries participating in the Geneva Convention)
https://www.keishicho.metro.tokyo.jp/menkyo/menkyo/kokugai/kokugaiO4.html
* The validity period for international driver’s licenses is either a one year period from the date of issuance or a
one year period after arriving in Japan, whichever is shorter.
% If after arriving in Japan, you leave the country, stay in a foreign country for less than three months, then
enter Japan again, the one year period will not start from that point. The one year period starts from the first
time you entered the country.

Driving with a
foreign driver’s
license

* Those who possess a valid driver’s license issued by the country or region of Switzerland, Germany, France,
Belgium, Monaco, Estonia, or Taiwan can drive automobiles or other vehicles specified by their license while
in Japan, so long as they are carrying said license, a Japanese translation of the license (limited only to those
translations created by the issuing organization or that country’s embassy or consulate), and a passport.

* You can drive for one year in Japan when using a foreign driver’s license. *

@®Those Without a Driver’s License
1 In order to drive, it is necessary to obtain a Japanese driver’s license. Attend either a training institute or a driving school and

learn about traffic rules and driving techniques. After graduating, you go to a license center or test location and take the final test.
If you pass, you will receive a driver’s license. Class semesters are 2 to 3 months long, with the longest being 9 months. Tuition is
about 350,000 yen.

2 There are two types of regular automobile licenses: a license where you are limited to driving AT (automatic) cars and a license
where you can also drive MT (manual) cars.

3 You can choose to not go to a training institute or driving school and study on your own, but passing the test would be very

difficult.
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1 P& lai xe tai Nhat Ban, cAn c6 mét trong nhivng béng i xe sau:
« Bang lai xe ciia Nhat Ban
« Béng lai xe quéc té (dwa trén cdng wéc GENEVE)
« Bang lai xe nwdc ngoai (La bang l1ai xe clia mot trong nhivtng nwée, vang lanh thé sau: Thuy ST, B, Phap , Bi, Monaco, Estonia,
Dai Loan, can dinh kém ban dich do co quan cAp hodc Dai st quan, Lanh s quan nuwéc do dich.)
2 Khi lai xe, hdy mang theo bang lai xe cling v&i nhitng gidy t& can thiét (passport, ban dich).

@ONguwoi da cé bang lai xe (d6i tir bang lai xe quéc té, bang lai xe nwéc ngoai)

Diéu kién va tha tuc déi bang, lai xe

Ddi tlr béng lai xe | + Bang viéc dbi béng lai xe nwéc ngoai sang bang lai xe Nhat, ban cé thé lai xe & Nhat.
nwédc ngoai sang « Didu kién 1a bang l&i xe con han va sau khi duwoc cap béng ban da & tai nwdc do 3 thang tré 1én.
bang lai xe Nhat « Khi thwe hién tha tuc chuy&n ddi béng, néu ban khang biét tiéng Nhat hay dan theo ngudi phién dich.
+ Muén 1am tha tuc déi b&ng can phai d&t hen trudrc. Hay lién lac véi Trung tam bang lai trwde.

ONoi lam tha tyc : Trung tam béng lai xe tinh Miyagi 022-373-3601

[Trinh tw thd tuc])
1 Xac nhan gidy t& can thiét, kiém tra va phdng van - s
2 Kiém tra ki n&ng, kién thirc (theo lich hen) b "
% C6 thé du thi bang ngén ngi khac tiéng Nhat. “,

3 Kiém tra giac quan (nhu kiém tra thi giac)
4 Sau khi két thiic va d6 1~3, nhan bang l4i xe

(OC6 nhirng quéc gia sé dwoc mién kiém tra ki thuat va kién thirc. Chi tiét xin tham khao trang web dwéi day:
https://www.police.pref.miyagi.jp/hp/menkyo/main/gaikoku.html

Béng lai xe qubc | Béng lai xe quéc té theo didu wéc GENEVE c6 thé ding dé 1ai xe tai Nhat Ban.
té (Tham khado: Danh sach cac nuwéc tham gia diéu wéc GENEVE tai trang web cuc Canh sat)
https://www.keishicho.metro.tokyo.jp/menkyo/menkyo/kokugai/kokugaiO4.html
« Han st dung cla bang lai xe qudc t& 1a 1 ndm tlr ngay phat hanh hodc 1 ndm ké tir ngay dén Nhat (tuy xem
khoang thdi gian nao nao ngan hon).
* Trong trwong hop dén Nhat rdi lai roi Nhat, sau dé & nwdc ngoai dwéi 3 thang va lai quay lai Nhat, thi
khong tinh 1 n&m t&r ngay quay lai Nhat, ma sé tinh 1 ndm ké tir ngay dén Nhat 14n dau tién.

Lai xe bang bdng | * V&inhirng ngudi c6 bang lai xe con han dwoc phat hanh tai mét trong cac quéc gia va viing lanh thd sau:
lai xe nwdc ngoai Thuy ST, Btre, Phap , Bi, Monaco, Estonia, Bai Loan, chi can mang theo béng lai xe d6 cung ban dich tiéng
Nhat (bat budc phai do co quan phat hanh béng hodc Pai st quan, Lanh sw quan dich), passport, thi cé thé
didu khién 6 t6 twong (rng v&i loai dwoc ghi trén bang lai, trong 1anh thd Nhat Ban.

« Béng lai nwéc ngoai cé thé dung dé 1ai xe trong vong 1 nam k& tir ngay dén Nhat.

@®Nguwoi chwa cé bang lai xe
1 Dé c6 thé lai xe cAn phai cé bang lai xe ctia Nhat. Tham gia cac I&p hoc, trwdng hoc lai xe d& hoc luat giao théng va ki thuat lai
xe. Sau khi tét nghiép, tham dw ki thi sat hach tai trwéng thi hoac trung tam lai xe, néu dd sé& nhan dwoc béng lai. Thoi gian hoc
khoang 2, 3 thang, dai nhat la 9 thang. Chi phi khoang 350,000 yén.
2 C6 2 loai béng lai xe & td théng thwong 14 béng chi lai dwoc xe AT (automatic), va bang l&i dwoc ca xe MT (manual).
3 Néu khong dén 16p hoc va tredng hoc lai xe, ¢6 thé tw hoc va dy thi, nhwng rat kho.
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.Nhfvng diéu dic biét quan trong trong quy
dinh ve lai xe

+ That day an toan (tat ca cac ghé)

« Khi ché tré em dwéi 6 tudi, nhat dinh phai dung ghé
danh cho tré em.

«+ Cam lai xe sau khi udng bia rigu, goi dién thoai, doc tin nhan
béng dién thoai di dong trong khi lai xe.

* Nguoi s& hiru xe 0 t6 can mang xe di co quan chirc nang kiém
tra dinh ki 1-3 nam 1 I&n, can phai tham gia Bao hiém trach nhiém
den bu thiét hai xe 6 t6.

@®Hay sw dung Trung tam da van hoa Sendai

b Tw vén vé cudc song b&i tw van vién néi tiéng nwéc ngoai, cung cap
théng tin vé cuoc song, du lich.

» Hoi thdo tw van chuyén mén (tw cach Iwu trg, thi tuc hanh chinh, lao
dong, luat phap...)

» Bao-tap chi-to roi, bang thong tin, géc doc sach bao,
phong nhi déng

| 4 Dién thoai hé tro' théng dich & 022-224-1919
Hang ngay tr 9h sang ~ 5h chiéu
(Nghi dip 1& Tét cudi ndm, méi thang nghi 1-2 lan dé
kiém tra bao tri)

Théng tin chi tiét =

@Especially Important Driving Rules

* Wearing a seat belt (in every seat).

+ Children 6 years or younger must be seated in
a child car seat when riding in a car.

* It is prohibited to drive while intoxicated,
and to talk on the phone or text while driving.

* Those who possess a car must undergo a car inspection
every 1to 3 years as specified by the national government and be
enrolled in automobile liability insurance.

@®Use the Sendai Multicultural Center

p Daily life consultations with staff in foreign languages,
and information on daily life and sightseeing

) Professional consultation sessions (status of residence, administrative
procedures, employment, law, etc.)

» Newspapers, magazines, pamphlets, bulletin board, book corner,
children’s play room

) Interpretation support hotline & 022-224-1919
Daily from 9:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.
(Closed during New Year’s holidays and 1-2 times
a month due to repairs and inspections)

Details=
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o phiemperpeicia The Sendai Multicultural Center assists with things such as interpreter accompaniment and completing paperwork.
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